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How to Make Room for Your Home Office
The idea of buying, building, or designing the perfect home office space might be daunting. You,
however, know what you need from an office space for a home-based business better than
anyone. Whether you work best with tons of natural light, a clean and simple desk, or with
plenty of organizational tools, creating your perfect, accessible home office is actually quite
attainable with a bit of help and a few smart tips.

Set Boundaries
It is usually best if your home office is not synonymous with working from bed. Having clearly
set boundaries or a dedicated space for work is a huge step forward. Whether you have a desk
in the garage or a dedicated room for a workspace, keeping those boundaries will ensure you
are steadily productive at home. Therefore, choose a space that will become your office at
home and set it aside as a work-only location. Once you’ve made that decision, designing and
adapting the space to accommodate your needs is simple.

Make Adjustments
If your home is already fairly ADA accessible, then you will likely have significantly less home
improvement chores to create the office. Assuming the room is large enough for easy access
and maneuvering, then you only need to add a desk or workspace along with a few
organizational tools such as baskets, wall organizers, or a chest of draws to keep everything in

order and in place. Smaller spaces may benefit even more from well-designed furnishings that
serve multiple purposes or even collapse or fold up, such as a desk that can fold into the wall.
If you do need to make home improvements to accommodate your home office, consider a few
structural changes such as removing a wall to create a larger, more accessible space. A couple
of other great improvements include adding windows or a skylight to increase natural light.
These types of changes are more easily made after buying a home that is undergoing
accessible changes with a contractor, such as installing ramps or accessible bathrooms. Try
using an accessible office checklist to ensure you have covered all of the basics too.

Consider Moving
If you don’t have enough space to truly set up a comfortable workspace at home, you could start
looking for another house altogether. To help you save a little money on this front, consider a
bank-owned or foreclosed home. This type of property allows you to make an investment into
your personal and professional future without completely sacrificing your household budget. Use
both home-buying websites as well as sites that are specifically dedicated to accessible homes
to ease the burden of finding a turn-key accessible home. Keep in mind that hiring a good real
estate agent and making good use of financial aid are also options to be aware of.
Remember the importance of completing the necessary steps throughout the process of buying
a home such as hiring an inspector. Understanding any major alterations that must be
completed before or after purchasing a house can alleviate some work from your shoulders or
lower the overall price. It is also important to know of any limitations the home may present,
which an inspector can also illuminate. Get pre-approved before making an offer or even
consider hiring an agent who specializes in foreclosure homes.
Whether your new home already has an accessible home office or simply affords you the
additional space to create space, it's a good step forward for growing your home business.
Remember to check over accessible office guidelines in addition to your own dream home office
checklist. Set clear boundaries for where you work to maintain work-life balance, and stay
organized for a streamlined process when filing taxes rolls around. No matter how you set up
your own home office, you will undoubtedly enjoy your own space on your own terms.

